


THE 


GUARDIAN, 


oR 


YOUTH’S RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTOR. 


>see te te04422 82” O21 & 644 4 4 O24 Dt BO O48 4 O28 8D 


‘¢ REMEMBER NOW THY CREATOR IN THE DAYS OF THY YOUTH ™ 





No. 10. OCTOBER, 182v. Vol. Ii. 


~>e»re ee 222 B& 





>.» =e es es = 2 87 24 4 2 * OO? 


A PLAN FOR STUDYING THE SCRIPTURES. 
(Continued from page 289.) 


DOCTRINE OF THE SCRIPTURES RESPECTING A FUTURE 
JUDGMENT. 


The probability of a future judgment may be evinced 
from the moral nature of man, his guilt, and the character of 
the government of the present world, under which ‘the good 
and evil allotted to him, have very ‘little coincidence with 
his desert. 

What knowledge is to be gained from the Scriptures on this 
subject ? 

‘)hey reveal future judgment, and announce the Judge, 
ihe subjects of the trial, many of the attending circumstan- 
ces, and the nature and object of the process. 


1. THE FACT. 
. Repeat some passage which reveals the fact, that there 
Ww f bea general judgment. 

He hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the 
world in righteousness by that Man, whom-he hath ordained ; 
whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he 
hath raised him from the dead. Acts xvii. 30, We shall 
all stand before the judgment seat of Christ; For it is writ- 
ten, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 
and every tongue confess to the glory of God. Rom. xiv. 10, 
di. Rey, xx. 12. and xi, 18. 
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2. THE JUDGE. 

2. Who will be the Judge? 

The Lord Jesus Christ. The Father judgeth no man, 
but hath committed all judgment unto the Son. John v. 22. 
It is he which was ordained of God to be Judge of quick and 
dead. Acts x. 42. The Son of man shall come in the glory 
of his Father, with his angels; aud then he shall reward ev- 
ery man according to his works. Matth. xvi. 27. 

(Remark.) The passages which represent the apostles and 
saints as judging the tweive tribes of Israel, the world, and 
angels, do not refer to the general judgment, of which they 
will themselves be subjects; but either to a state of glory and 
happiness during Christ’s reign of 1000 years on the earth ; 
or to that on which they wiil enter after the judgment. 
Matth. xix. 28. Luke xxii. 29,30. Rev.xx.4. If the de- 
claration in 1 Cor. vi. 2. be regarded as referring to that 
event, it must be considered as figurative. Men will, at the 
last judgment, witness the trial of angels, and discern its rec- 
titude. They cannot be supposed to judge them in any 
higher sense. There is no ground to suppose they will pos- 
sess over them any dominion. They will obviously be ig- 


norant of a great portion of their conduct: and thence can- 
not be qualified to be their judges, until invested with omni- 
science, and supreme authority. 


S. THE SUBJECTS. 

5S. What beings will be judged on that occasion? 

Men and evil angels. 

1 Recite the proof that all men will be judged. 

We must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, 
that every one may receive the things done in the body, ac- 
cording to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 
2 Cor, v. 10. And I saw the dead, small and great, stand 
before God, and the books were opened, and another book 
was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were 
judged out of those things which were written in the book, 
according to their works. Rey. xx.12. Mat. xxv. 

2. Repeat the proof that evil Angels also will then be 
judged. 

he angels which kept not their first estate, but left their 
ewn habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chains, under 
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darkness unto the judgment of the great day. Jude 6. 2 
Peter ii. 4. It is implied also in the address of the demons 
to Jesus—W hat have we to do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of 
God? Art thou come hither to torment us before the time ? 


Matth. viii. 29. 


4, THE PREPARATORY EVENTS. 

1. In what manner wil! Christ come to judge the world? 

He will descend from heaven in pomp and majesty, ac- 
companied by his Holy Angels. Matth. xxv. 31. 2 Thes. 
1. 75 9- 

2. What will anneunce his approach to men? 

The archangel will utter his voice, as a signal to this and 
other worlds, that the day of judgment has arrived. In-a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, all who are in their graves 
shall hear his voice, come forth, and assemble around the 
tribunal. Johnv. 28. 1 Cor. xv. 52, and v. 10. 


J. THE PROCESS. 

1. What is the rule by which men will be tried? 

The word of God. As many as have sinued in (under) 
law, shall be judged by law, in the day when God. shall 
judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ, according to my 
gospel. Rom. ii. 12—16. He that rejecteth me, and re- 
ceiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him; the words 
that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day. - 
John xii. 48. 

2. Will the conduct of men be scrutinized ? 

Alltheir actions will be developed to the view of all, Ev- 
ery idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account 
thereof inthe day of judgment. Matth. xii.36. God shall bring 
every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whetu- 
er it be good, or whether it be evil. Eccl. xii. 14. Who 
will render to every man according to his deeds ? Rom. ii. 6. 

3. As all have, by rebellion, become guilty before God, 
even the righteous cannot obtain justification by law. 

What then will be the ground of distinction between them 
and the wicked ? 

The decision respecting individuals, will depend on the 
relation which they sustain to the Redeemer, as believers, 
or unbelievers. He that believeth on the Son, hath everlast® 
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ing life; and he that believeth not the Son, shall not see life, 
but the wrath of God abideth on him. John v.24. Hethat 
helieveth on him is not condemned; but he that believeth not 
is condemned already; because he hath not believed in the 
name of the only begotten SonofGod. John iii. 18. 

4. In what manner will the sentence be pronounced ? 

The righteous and wicked being separated to the right and 
left hand of the Judge, He will announce to those their ac- 
ceptance, graciously commemorating their love exhibited to 
him while here. Come ye, blessed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you before the foundation of the world. 
For I was an hungry, and ye gave me meat. He will then 
pronounce the condemnatory sentence on the wicked; re- 
minding them of their conduct toward him in this life: De- 
part ye cursed into everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and 
hisangels. For I was anhunery and ye gave me no meat, Xe. 
and these will go away into everlasting punishment 3 but the 
righteous into life eternal, Matt. xxy, 


VI. DESIGN. 

What is the design of the general judgment ? 

‘To convince the subjects of it, and all who witness the au- 
gust scene of the rectitude of God’s government. _ It is call- 
ed, by the apostle, a revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God, who will render to every man according to his deeds. 
Rom. ii. 5, 6. 

The practical reflections, suggested by the subject, are en- 
forced by the teacher. ‘The proof of the appointment of a 
day of judgment, will lead him to allude to the practical in- 
fluence, which it ought to exert over us, deterring from sin, 
and exciting us to holiness. He will turn their attention to 
the dignity and glory of the Lord Jesus, the Judge, and re- 
mind them, that it is He, who died for them, and now invites 
them to become his children; and ask with what emotions 
they will behold his approach, gaze on his countenance, and 
hear his awful voice? ‘lo expand the thought that all will 
be there, he may, perhaps, sketch the imperfect vision, which 
the imagination attempts to form of a world of beings bursting 
from the slumbers of the sepulchre, thronging around the tri- 
bunal, and waiting, in solemn silence, to receive their doom ; 
and urge the reflection, that they shall mingle in the august 
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scene, behold the congregated nations, and recognize their 
friends, and all the great personages, who are distinguished 
for their achievements in this life. 

He will allude to the consternation which must overwhelm 
the wicked, when the voice of the archangel, echoing along 
the dark caverns of the grave, shall awake them to the ret- 
ribution of their guilt; and the joy with which the righteous 
will hear the summons to enter the mansions of glory. 

He will endeavour to inspire a regard to the Scriptures, by 
the consideration, that they are to be the rule of judgment; 
and insist on their deep interest ia all their contents, and the 
importance of a knowledge of them; suggesting how much 
they will then regret the neglect of them, the disregard of 
their injunctions, the rejection of their warnings, and the loss 
of the aid which they now furnish to secure salvation. 
To aggrandize the consideration, that all the transactions of 
men will then be developed, he will direct their imaginations 
to the amazing scenes of guilt, which will be disclosed, when 
the whole history of a rebellious world shall be detailed, and 
all the forms which depravity has assumed unfolded, and ask 
what will be the agitations, when after the generations which 
preceded them in existence, shall have received their doom, 
they shall hear the voice of the Judge, summoning them to 
the confession of their guilt, and lead them to inguire, what 
must be the decision respecting them, should they, on that 
day, retain their present character. 

He will remind them of the influence which their present 
conduct will extend over all their future existence; that faith 
alone, in the Lord Jesus Christ, can secure their acceptance, 
and lead them to revolve the boundless {felicity or woe which 
they are to inherit. The subject will furnish occasion to el- 
evate their views of God; of His power exerted in raising so 
many beings from the tomb, and arraigning them at his bar. 
His omniscience, from which none can escape, or hide their 
actions; His rectitude i in governing; His grace in saving 
so many, and the august ends which are to be subserved by 
all those amazing events. ‘The future happiness of the right- 
eous being the subject of a lesson, the class are directed to 
collect the doctrine of Scripture respecting their residence, 
and the mode of their existence, indicated by their character, 


enjoyments, employments, dc. as thus detailed. 
PQ 
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1, RESIDENCE. 
Where will the redeemed reside after the judgment F 
A Kingdom is furnished for their residence. Come ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world. Matth. xxv. 31. It is 
said to be a building in the heavens, a mansion, a heuse, a 
better country. Its locality is unknown. 


2. MODE OF EXISTENCE. 

t. What character will they there possess ? 

They will be perfectly holy. He hath chosen us in him, 
before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy, 
and without blame before him in love. Eph.i.4. We 
know that when he shall appear we shall be like him, for we 
shall see him as he is. 1 John iii.2. And there shall in no 
wise enter into it any thing that defileth, neither whatsoever 
worketh abomination, or a lie, but they which are written in 
the Lamb’s book of life. Rev. xxi. 27. 

2. Wall the relations of the present life exist there ? 

No; in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given 
in marriage, but are as the angels of God. Matth. xxii. 30. 

3. Will they experience any more evil? 

God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ; and there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither 
shall there be any more pain: for the former things are pass- 
edaway. Rev. xxi. 4. 

4. What views do the Scriptures give of their happiness? 

They represent it as inexpressibly great. They denominate 
it peace, rest, joy in the Lord, a crown of rejoicing, an ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory. It will consist in ex- 
emption from all evil, in the possession of a glorious body— 
in perfect holiness—in the fruition of God and Christ, in per- 
forming their will—and enjoying the society of holy beiags. 

5. What do they teach respecting their employments ? 

They give us little intelligence of them. The Redeem- 
ed are represented as standing around the throne, ad- 
dressing praises to God, singing, rejoicing, &c. They 
serve him day and night in his temple. Rev. vii. 9, 15. 

6. Will a diversity there exist, in the degree of their hap- 
piness, corresponding to the differences of their characters in 
this life ? 
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The Redeemer says, I come quickly, and my reward is 
with me to give to every man according as his work shal! 
be’ Rev. xxii. 12. Itis taught also by him, representing 
in the parable of the talents, the retributions of the future 
world. The servants who improved the deposit, receiv- 
ed a reward proportioned to their gain. Matth. xxv, 
14—30. He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a 
prophet, shall receive a prophet’s reward; and he that re- 
ceiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man, 
shall receive a righteous man’s reward. Matth. x. 41. 

7. What.knowledge have you gained of the duration of 
their happiness ? 

It will be eternal. I give unto them eternal life, and they 
shall never perish, neither shall any pluck them out of my 
hand. John x. 28. The righteous shall go away into life 
eternal. Matth. xxv 16. 

With these questions, many suggestions are interspers- 
ed, to conduct the scholars to an inquiry into their prepar- 
ation for that Kingdom. They all cherish at least.a@ vacue 
hope of attaining salvation; but on what ground does that hope 
rest? Do they possess that character which qualifies them for 
the society and employment of heaven? If they donot lové God 
now, can they expect to then? If the thought of God is now 
painful, how will they regard his presence and glory ¢ If the 
short duties of a Sabbath are now irksome, how will they en- 
dure an everlasting Sabbath ? 

Their views of the happiness of heaven are aided by con- 
trasting that mode of existence with the present, and remind- 
ing them, that, as the evils of this life result from sin, so the 
felicity of the redeemed will arise from their holiness. 

No unholy affections will then infest their bosoms. No 
temptations will then assail them—nor will they falter in 
the love of God; but rise continually in devotion to him. 
‘They will no longer be molested by want, care, or sufiering— 
by disappointment or grief—by the unholy, or the injurious 
—but possessing peace of Conscience, aad the consciousness 
of the love of God and of those around them; they will exult 
in all the felicity of which their natures are capable. ‘They 
are reminded that all these blessings are now within their 


grasp; and interrogated, with what sensations, should they 
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reject them, they will, on the great day, see themselves ex- 
cluded from the happy number; and reflect, tiat trampling 
on all the barriers placed around them by the love of a Sav- 
iour, scorning alike the invoking voice of mercy, and the 
menace of vengeance, they have precipitated themselves into 
the gulph of ruin. 

These considerations, affectionately urged, often gain pos- 
session of their minds ; their bosoms throb with anxiety lest 
such a catastrophe should be realized; and mingling their 
tears with the teacher’s, unite with him in intreating the Re- 
deemer to number them among the chosen ones, whom, on 
the great day, he shall invite to the inheritance of his King- 
dom. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
A LATE TOUR. 


Dear Frienp— 

At your request, I relate some of the incidents of my fate 
tour. On Saturday, the 15th, at 5 P. M. I went on board the 
vessel. We immediately set sail, and, wafted by a gentle 
breeze, pleasantly descended the river ; when the sun, declin- 
ing behind the lofty summit of the Blue Ridge, shed his last 
ray, and proclaimed the Sabbath at hand. As the evening 
shades began to conceal the beautiful and variegated land- 
scape on either bank of the Hudson, the “ moon,.with paler 
rays,”” appeared to cheer the gloom of night, and the resplen- 
dent stars shone to their Maker’s praise. In contemplating 
this scene so common, yet always new, so calculated to excite 
the most exalted ideas of the wisdom, power, and goodness of 
the Almighty Maker of the wondrous frame—* Who sits en- 
thron’d above these lower skies” —W hat is man, (thought I,) 
that thou art mindful ofhim ? A little lower than the angels, 
confined in the narrow cell of flesh and blood, incapable of 
the light of angelic vision, he can behold his Maker but in his 
works ; yet Thou dost visit him, and by the light of revela- 
tion in these ends of the earth, Thou hast delivered him from 
the ignorant and absurd ideas of thy character, which have 
ever been entertained by the wisest heathen philosophers, and 
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hast mawifested thyself a “ God gracious and merciful.” 
Oh send thy truth to six hundred millions of our race, who are 
yet groping in darkness that may be felt, that at the approach 
ofthe day, Thou hast made, their thoughts may be raised to 
Thee. And prepare me, Lord, to keep the holy days, which 
may be allotted me, to thine honour, and to be more devoted 
to Thee andto Thy cause, than ever yet l have been. With 
these thoughts I retired. 

Sabbath morning, April 16th, [ arese and left the cabin. 
The light of another glorious Lord’s day had dawned. The 
air was calm—the sky serene—the moon sunk far beneath the 
western horizon—while the twink:ing stars, shedding their 
parting rays through the grey twilight of morn, and beasts 
rising from the grassy couch on the neighbouring shore—birds 
flitting along the banks of the river, and the dumb fish leaping 
from his native element in different forms, 
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*¢ Give to their Maker still new praise.’ 


Yet man, the noblest of all his Maker’s works—alone ca- 
pable of raising his thoughts te God—forgetful of the day the 
Lord hath made, and the hours he calls his own—stupid, 
dilatory man lies buried in sleep— 


*¢ Mortals can you refrain your tonges, 
* While nature all around you sings ?” 


As I stood admuing the surrounding wonders of creation, the 
sun, emerging from ‘the east, appeared tobless the earth. At 
this instant, sizging in the forecastle attracted my attention. 
Listening, i found a number of voices were united in singinga 
hymn. Is it a hymn of praise to God? Or, are some tliought- 
less sailors, for idle pastime, indulging their mirth in sacred 
song 2? I was soon satisfied on this subject, for at the close 
of this song of praise, the morning sacrifice in devout and hum- 
ble accents, ascended before the Throne of Grace, for mercy 
ona guilty world. Ofa truth, (said 1,) “God is in every 
place.” This is no other than the house of God, none other than 
the gate of heaven. Anxious to know whom I ‘had heard open 
with praise and prayer the consecrated day, I waited for 
their appearance on deck. Soontwo coloured women and an 
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Indian lad appeared, and seated themselves in a humble pos- 
ture at the foot ofthe mast. The lad opened a Testament 
he held in his hand, and read the 15th chapter of John, when 
I entered into the following conversation with him :— 

Q, Do you believe the chapter you have been reading ? 

A. Yes Sir. 

Q. Do you believe the Bible to be the word of God? 

A. I do believe it. 

Q. What reason have you for this belief? 

A. Faith. 

Q. What is faith ? 

A. Why—Faith—is—(observing his embarrassment, I va- 
ried the question. ) 

Q. Whien and where did you get the evidence of the divine 
origin of the Scriptures, and the eaercise of mind you cail 
faith ? | 

A. Two years ago, I went to meeting. I thought [ was 
the greatest sinner in the world. I had sinned against God—- 
I had crucified the Saviour by my sins—I deserved to go to 
Hell. I ihought Icould not stay in meeting—seemed as if every 
word the minister said was spoken to me, and as if I could 
not live. After meeting I weut home. I had such a load on 
my mind, seemed as if I should die—no body so wicked as 
I—So I felt—No way to escape eternal misery. The next 
night I went to an evening school, but Icould not study I felt 
such a load—so dark—so distressed—I got leave to go home. 
On my way I met one of my mates, and told him how I 
felt—that Icould not live till moruing. When f left him, I 
said I should never see him again. I went home and lay 
down, but could not stay there. I got up and went out—tried 
to pray—my load grew worse and worse. By and by I 
went in and Jay down again, and got most asleep—then I wa- 
ked up and it was morning. Olhthe morning ! My load was 
gone—niy heart felt so light—I see God in every thing—the 
grass, the trees, the birds—every thing praise him. O how 
good the Saviour appeared. ‘Then I wondered I did not see 
before. The Bible appeared so true, every word. This is why 
I believe—Faith makes me. ' 

Q. Did you imagine at this time that by faith you had ob- 
tained the promise of eternal life ? 

A. I felt happy that God reigned—I had no concern about, 
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myselfi—I wanted every body to see and feel as I did—I 
thought I could tell them so that they must see ; and when I 
talked with some Christian people, and they felt as [ did, then 
I began to hope. 

Q. Do you enjoy the same peace of mind, and exercise the 
same faith at all times ? 

A. Not allthe time. Sometimes I wonder how I ever dare 
hope, I see so much sin in my heart, and have such wicked 
thoughts, then I go and pray until I get rid of them. 

The simple narration of the reason the lad gave, of the 
hope that was in him astonished me. I had “not found so 
great faith.” Verily, “He that dwelleth in the high.and ho- 
ly place, condescends to dwell with him also who is of a hum- 
ble and contrite spirit.” Rejoice all ye saints, “For God 
who hath commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath 
shinedin our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the 
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 


‘¢ When once if enters to the mind, 
It spreads such light abroad ; 
The meanest sou!s instruction find, 

And raise their thoughts to God. 


I now turned to the two women, who listened attentively 
(o the foregoing conversation, and enquired whether they felt 
a similar interest in the cause of the dear Redeemer. Both 
answered to the following effect: “ We hove we do; but when 
we think of the sinfulness of our hearts, and how very wicked 
we be, we feel afraid: butthen again, when we think how 
much he suffered, and read his precious promises, we hope 
we shall escape the wrath to come; and if we do, we know 
it will be through the merits of Christ alone.” They further 
said, that their low condition did not make them in the least 
unhappy—that when they considered what the Saviour of the 
world endured for their salvation, and for that of the whole 
world, they were willing to endure any thing that He requir- 
ed—that no suffering, no trial was greater than they deserv- 
ed—that an interest in him was all they desired—that they 
would not part with him a moment for all the riches, honour 
and pleasures of this world—they wished every body would 
embrace him as their Saviour—they pitied the poor heathen 


and the nations that were destitute of the light of the gospei— 
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they would make any sacrifice to promote its spread all over 
the world—that they prayed every day for those dark and 
benighted creatures. ‘They manifested strong faith in the es- 
sential dectrines of the gospel—seemed deeply convinced of 
the truth of the divine sovereignty, total depravity, our abso- 
lute dependence on God for every right exercise of mind, and 
His infinite sovereign determination to save some, &c. &c. 
‘These they firmly believed to be the only ground of hope 
that any would ever repent and be converted. 

Happy souls, I said, may you be enabled through grace to 

“ persevere unto the end’”’”—“ to fight the good fight of faith” 
—to lay hold on eternal life; “and finally te receive acrown 
that fadeth not away, eternal in the heavens.”” I must now 
leave you, we may never meet more in this world; but we 
shall meet atthe bar of God Remember me in your prayers 
at the Throne of grace, that I may be prepared to meet you 
with joy ; (which request was reciprocated with an earnest- 
ness that clearly proved their conviction of the importance of 
the effectual fervent prayer of the righteous;) and grant me 
Lord a spirit of prayer, that, like Jacob, I may wrestle with 
thee, not only in behalf of these strangers, but also in behalf 
of the world. 

You will, my friend, excuse this trespass on your time and 
patience. When I commenced I did not think of protracting 
this to such a length. The interest I felt at the time is my 
cv'vexcuse* an Interest that cannot be excited by barely read- 

¢ this relation’ May that God who works by means, and 
wht often blesses the feeblest, make use of this for good. 
And may you, and I, and all who behold his wonderful works 
among the children of men, in this eventful day, by a wise 
improvement of our time, and the faculties he hath given us, 
honour him in our lives, and finally be prepared with the 
whole Israel of God, to come to Mount Zion with s songs and 
everlasting joy upon our heads. 





COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


ON CENSORIOUSNESS. 


“Tf you can speak no yood of a person, speak no ill,” is a 
maxim which is perhaps violated more frequently than any 
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other of equal importance. Julia and Harriet were as often 
guilty of violating this rule, as most young people of their 
age; though not really from any malicious disposition, or 
desire of i injuring the character of those who happened to 
be the subject of their discourse; but rather from a habit 
which they had acquired by making the manners, looks, and 
faults, of their acquaintances, the subject of their conversa- 
tion, when they had exhausted their fund of knowledge on 
most other topics. 

Returning one day from a Jarge party, Julia says to Maria, 
I think that Miss L. would gain as many friends, and be quite 
as much respected, if, instead of furnishing such a splendid 
table, she should curtail her needless expences, and be more 
liberalto the objects of charity about her. 

Tam of the same opinion, says Harriet, for I did not ex- 
pect myself, nor do I believe that any one else expected. that 
so much useless preparation would be made for us. But she 
came rightly by it for her father and mother both, are as fond 
of making a large show, as any people I know of; and espe- 
cially her mother; for I do not believe that she would attend 
church once a year, if she thought any one would be present 
dressed in finer clothes than herself ; and I do not believe that 
she is better able to dress so rich, than some other folks; and 
f guess she will find it out before many years. 

“Did you take notice of Miss C.’s actions, says Julia; she 
has certainly the most disagreeable way with her of any girl 
I ever saw. She appears to be well disposed enough, but 
then she acts as if she never was in company before in her 
life. 1 could not help smiling to see how insignific: antly she 
looked, when any one spoke toher. I think if I was in her 
place, before siving so much more than | was able to the 
charitable societies, I would spend a little of my money in 
gcing to a dancing school, or some other place, where I could 

earn how to appear well in company. 

She does indeed, replied Harriet, need accomplishments, 
but then I can eet along very.well with her, to what I can 
with Miss S. she seems to think herself better than any body 
else, and because she has been to school a great deal, and en- 
joyed better opportunities than most of her age, she wants 

every one to yield to her, and to acquiesce in ev ery thing that 
she says; and she is forever introducing some subject wholly 
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new to most of the company, and enquiring about some book 
of which few haveever heard. ‘There is nothing which ren- 
ders a person more disgusting to me, than to see them like 
her, endeavouring to make it appear that they know more 
than any body else. 

Thus they continued making their animadversions upon 
those with whom they had spent the afternoon, till Mrs. W. 
interrupted them by saying, My daughters, the silence which 
I have hitherto observed, has not resulted from any dislike to 
hear you converse upon subjects which may be productive of 


any good, but criticising upon the character and actions of 


others, I consider not only to be unprofitable, but often-times 
productive of evil consequences. 

Why, says Harriet, I think, Mama, if this kind of conver- 
sation is not the most useful, it is at least innocent. 

I am not much surprised, Harriet, that you should attempt 
to defend a practice which has become so general, and the 
natural tendency of which you have not been able to discov- 
er, from your limited knowledge of human nature. You, I 

resume, would be most forward to condemn a slanderer ; 
and still you defend a species of slander, which, though the 
motives which occasion it may not be equally bad, still the 
consequences resulting from it may be the same. 

There is no person living who is perfect or free from 
faults, so there is scarcely a person but what we have itin our 
power to injure. 

Because the practice of publishing the faults of others has 
become so common, that it is thought less disgraceful than 
open slander, it ought not, onthat account, to be Jess despised 
and discountenanced by those who wish to do as they would 
be done by. I do not suppose, Harriet, that you intend any 
harm by your free remarks on others. But then I want you 
should ‘see that a great injury may be done our friends, by 
making their faults the subject of eur conversation; which is 
a sufficient reason why we should not speak evil of those of 
whom we cannot speak well. 

If we seea fault in our friend, we ought to make it known 
to him, and not to those whom it does not concern; and by 
doing this we may render our friends a kindness, by giving 
them an opportunity of correcting themselves in those habits 
which may be disagreeable to others. 
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It is undoubtedly a very difficult thing {9 order our cons 
versation aright on all occasions; but then we cau \ eh 


more towards it than we do, if we are careful to obey ihe 
Apostle’s injunctions, and “ speak not evil one of another.”— 
So long as we have one fault of our own remaining, we ought 
not to spend our time in condemning the faults of others. If 
you will reflect upon the hour past, I believe you will be con- 
vinced that no possible good can have resulted to yourselves, or 
others, from your conversation. 

I begin to be sensible Mama, says Harriet, that this kind 
of conversation, which we have too long indulged tn is very 
unprofitable. I am therefore determined, that before [ ever 
again censure the faults of others, I will ask myself if [have 
no fault uncorrected: which [ hope will break me of this bad 


habit. N.S. 


COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 
CAROLINE AND SOPHIA. 


You recollect, my dear young friends, who read tlie 
Guardian, that we promised to give you-some further account 
of Caroline and Sophia. When we mentioned them last, 
Caroline had just turned out to see the world: Sophia had 
devoted herself to the service of God and the Saviour. They 
were both diligent in their profession. Caroline thought of 
nothing but dressing, dancing, parties, company, &c. Her 
waking hours were wholly devoted to this object ; and even 
in her dreams, she was generally repeating the scenes of the 
day. Sophia became teacher of a class in the Sunday School, 
to which she was very attentive, and which soon became one 
of the best classes in the school. She joined the Female Bi- 
ble Society, a Female Missionary Association, and another 
female Society for visiting and comforting the poor when sick 
and distressed. These Societies required a small annual con- 
tribution in money. This money she determined to raise by a 
little more industry every day; and by saving a little in the 
expense of her clothing. ‘Through the blessing of God on 
this industry, and this saving, she had, at the end of the 
year, the full amount which these societies required, and 
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something more for other charitable purposes. She speut 
more than her proportion of time in visiting the poor and the 
sick; she visited, at their owo houses, all the children in 
her class in the Sunday School, once every three months. 
Both the children and their parents were always delighted to 
see her coming. ‘The poor and the sick were always pleas- 
ed when it was Sophia’s week to visit them: for the mem- 
bers of this Society always visited inturn. Sophia persever- 
ed in the most cheerful obedience to her mother, was pune- 
tual in the discharge of all her religious duties, both public 
and private, and made a very pleasing progress in the know- 
ledge and practice of true religion. Caroline, decked out in 
all the ornaments and fine things that money ‘could procure, 
with a number of companions, both male and female, like 
herself, was hurried from one scene, of what she called plea- 
sure and amusement, to another. Her parents had indulged 
her so long that now they had no authority over her. She 
never thought of regarding their wishes, unless they agreed 
with her own. She would have her own wv ‘ay. When she 
could get two or three of her companivns to go with her, she 
vould go to ehurch. She had never been taught to fear 
txod, or respect religion, But now her conduct was more in- 
decent than ever. The congregation saw her come in with 
dread and sorrow : for they were sure to be mterrupted with 
her impious levity. She would take the most conspicuous 
seat in the church she could get, and, in the most shameless 
manner, laugh and talk during the w hole service. Once or 
twice the clergyman thought it his duty to give hera gentle 
reproof; but she did not regard it ; she seemed rather orati- 
fied with it, because it attracted more notice. God was not 
in all her thoughts. Caroline, during this season of her 
gaiety and merriment, often passed Sophia, but never spoke 
to her, nor seemed to know her. And yet there was one cir- 
se teas ice happened between, which, Ihope, you will be 
pleased to hear. Mrs. We ells, a poor womal; was very ill; 
and, for several days, it was thought she would not live; but 
the Dector now 8a id she was better, and lik ely to recover. 
It was Sephia’s week to visit the sick. She was returning 
from her visit to Mrs. Wells; and the joy which she feli 
from the hope of the pecr woman’s recovery, Was stro: vely 
expressed in her countenance. Caroline was rolling by, in 
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her fine carriage, with two or three of her companions. One 
of them, Miss Fitzhorn, was struck with Sophia’s appear- 
ance; and asked who that was. 0, said Caroline, it’s Soph 
Burney ; I suppose she has been whining and praying with 
some of the beggars! ‘This remark, together with Sophia’s 
appearance, induced Miss Fitzhorn to inquire after Mrs. 
Burney; and one eveniug, after dark, she ventured to call, 
aud spent half an hour in conversation with Mrs. Burney and 
Sophia. A few days after this conversation, Miss Fitzhorn 
left the place and returned home, which was about fifty miles 
distant. Such was the impression she carried with her, that 
she forsook her gay companions and amusements, commen- 
ced reading the Bible, visiting the poor and the sick, opened 
a Sunday School, and has, ever since, been diligent | in doing 
good. No person doubts the sincerity of her piety. 

In the same town in which Mr. Foster lived, Mr. Carlton, 
a young gentleman of handsome person, and French man- 
ners, had commenced business as a merchant. His capital 
was small; but it was thought, with prudence and attention 
to business, he might succeed. He was, however, more fond 
of amusement and pleasure, than was consistent with his 
interest. He paid his addresses to Caroline, and shortly af- 
ter they were married. Caroline determined to have a splen- 
did establishment of her own. She might have lived with 
her father, as she was his only child; but this would not sa- 
tisfy her; she must see company at home. A new carriage, 
and furniture of the most expensive kind, were procured ; 
and they lived in the highest style. 

Sophia received proposals of marriage from Mr. Hanson, 
a young man who had commenced business as a mechanic ; 
his proposals were accepted, and they were married. Mrs. 
Burney resigned to them her house, and lived with them as 
one of the family. Mr. Hanson was sober, industrious, and 
pious. His business increased every mouth; for he was al- 
ways punctual to his promise, and truly honest in doing his 
work. His customers were so pleased, that they recom- 
mended him to all their acquaintances. He soon became quite 
independent in his circumstances. One of the greatest plea- 
sures he derived from this, was, that Sophia was able to give 
more than she had done, to charitable aud religious purposes. 


Five years after Caroline’s marriage, her father died; and 
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on the settlement of his affairs, it was found that he was wortli 
nothing ; every part of his property was barely sufficient to 
pay his debts, which were demanded with great rigour. Mr. 
Carlton had great expectations from the wealth of his father- 
in-law ; but was now obliged to feel the bitterness of disap- 
pointment; for he knew the consequence. Six monthis at- 
terward, he failed. All his property, his beds, and even the 
least article of kitchen furniture, was sold under the hammer, 
and a large amount remained still unpaid. Mr. Carlton de- 
termined not to bear the shock. Next morning after the 
sale, he borrowed a pistol, walked a little distance from 
town, and shot himself; for he had no sense of religion to 
keep him from such a horrid crime. Caroline was now left 
with two small children, without a cent, and almost without 
a friend. Her former companions in folly and vanity now 
deserted her. She had treated those whom she considered 
below her with so much neglect and hauglitiness, that very 
few of them even pitied her. She was permitted to go intoa 
small house on the back streets ; and supported herself, tor 
several months, by selling her clothes. This resource at 
length failed, and she was brought to absolute want. Her 
children suffered for clothing, and cried for bread. ‘Though 
in great distress, yet she was too proud to let it be known 
that she would receive any thing in charity. ‘There was 
scarcely any kind of work that she knew how to do. She 
could have danced, for she was better at that than any thing 
else ; but no person would pay her for it. She might obtain 
employment as a teacher of music, or needle work ; but she 
is not capable of teaching; for she had neglected these 
branches of her education. Miserable in this world, she is 
unprepared for the next; for all her distress has not led her 
to God as her refuge. Sophia often passes by her door after 
dark, and giving a gentle tap, leaves something on the siil 
for Caroline and her children, and then walks on, that it may 
not be known who left it. 

Sophia enjoys all the cgmforts and conveniences of life, 
Though not wealthy, yet she is respected by ail, on account 
uo: her piety and usefulness; by her friends and acquaint- 
ance she is dearly beloved. 

From this short history, my dear young friends, learn the 
difference between obedience and disobedience to your pas 
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rents; between industry and idleness ; between a life of use- 
fulness, and one that is useful to no body ; between the ser- 
vice of God, and the service of sin. Let this truth dwell in 
yous minds and impress your hearts— Godliness ts profitable 
unto all things, having promise of the life that now ts, and 
of that which is to come. Y. F. 


A LETTER. 


The following letter from an Indian girl, in the Mission School at 
Brainerd, about ten years of age, will be very interesting to our young 
readers. It was sent, with a letter from Miss Sarab Hoyt, to one of 
severa! young gentlemen in Middlebury College, who procured and 
forwarded a box of clothing to that mission. The gentleman states, 
that few grammatical errors only were corrected, and the punctuation 
mended. Miss Hoyt observed that the little girl was very desirous of 
being permitted to write. 

Dear young friends, will not an exhibition of such surprising im- 
provement in an Indian youth, who, until a tew months since, had 
scarcely known of the existence of schools, lead you to fear that 
rou have not sufficiently valued your privileges of instruction. And 
should not her sensible emotions of piety lead us all to consider the un- 
grateful treatment of the blessed Gospel in this Christian land. Ob, 
will net that heathen youth be among those who may rise up in judg. 
ment against us ? 

Brainerd, Juné 9, 1820. 
Dear Sie, 

1 am happy to write to you, although I have never seen 
you.—TI have reason to thank God, for sending his dear child- 
ren people to teach us the way of God and the way of salva- 
tion. O may the happy time soon roll on, when the people 
shall know the Lord from the greatest unto the least, and 
when no one shall say unto his neighbour, know the Lord, for 
all shall know him. In the word of God we find, that we 
were born into the world sinners unto condemnation of eter- 
nal death. I hopethe Lord will prepare us for his right hand, 
where me may live together in his presence, and sing the 
song of Zion to all eternity. Blessed be the Lord who sent 
his Son to die for poor sinful creatures, as we are. If he had 
not died for us, we might have been in hell !ong ago, and not 
for us only, but for all poor sinners as we are. 


Weare by nature, children of wrath and deserve to go down 
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tohell. O how great is God, and what great sinners are we. I 
was very happy to hear your kind letter read, which you wrote 
to the children at this school, and for the baw of clothing that 
you sent to the children. O what precious words are these, 
in the select Hymn, last verse: 


‘¢ O that with yonder sacred throng, 
We, at his feet may fall, 

And pour the ev erlasting song, 

And crown him Lord of all.” 


O do not forget me in your prayers, not for me only, but 
for all poor heathen people. ‘The children at this school are 
trying every Sabbath day before meeting and after meeting, 
to get lessons in the Bible and Catechism. Every one that 
gets Forty verses has a cent, and sends it to the Choctaw 
school. O may we give thanks to God, that he has prolong- 
ed our lives until this day, and that he did not cut us off long 
ago, when we were sinning against him, and that he did not 
put our portion among the wicked in hell. O what a happy 
day will it be, when all those who love our blessed Saviour, 
shall meet in Heaven; and what precious words are these, 
come ye blessed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared 
for you fromthe foundation of the world. And O what dread- 
ful thoughts are these for the wicked. Depart ye cursed into 
everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels. let 
us remember that day will soon come, and then we must give 
an account for all the deeds done in this life. I have not any 
more to write, but lam your most affectionate friend until 


death. DELILAH FIELDS. 


From the Religious Reporter. 


ON THE AMUSEMENT OF THE BALL-ROOM. 


We invite our youthful readers to a serious perusal of the following 
jetter addressed to a young lady, on the amusement of the ball room. 
We are aware that every address of this kind, is, ia some respects, an 
unwelcome visitor to the votaries of pleasure; but the hour of reflec- 
tion will sooner or Jater come ; and it is surely the part of wisdom to 
bring all our pleasures how dear soever they may be to our hearts, to 
the test of a strict, and candid, and prayerful scrutiny : otherwise we 
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shall be likely to spend our iives only in swelling a fearful account for 
the day of reckoning and retribution. Dear youth! be wise—seek for 
wisdom as for gold, and ig for it as fur a hid treasure—and you shall be 
led in the right way, and saved from all the woes that must, bercaiter, 
light upon those who are lovers of pleasurc, more than lovers of God. 


are 


‘The writer of the following letter lodged, some mouths tince, ata 
public house in this State, at which was a large assemblage of young 
a collected for a ball. Being personally acquainied with a young 

lady who attended the assembly, tor whose spiritual welfare he felt a 
deci interest, his feelings impelled him to address her the following 
etter; 


My Dear F rienp, 

I am sitting ia my room alone, indulging a train of painful 
reflections, suggested by the company that is near me. Every 
strain of music that meets my car goes to my heart and fills it 
with anguish. It reminds me that 1 was once giddy and 
thoughtless—eacerly graspmg aiter temporary pleasure at 
the hazard of my ev erlasting welfare—insensible to any high- 
er joys that a fascinating world can give—unconscious of my 
guilt aud danger—unaflected with the certainty of death and 
the possibility of meeting its dread summons in an unthonght 
of hour—uninindful that my breath was in the hands of Him 
whom I had offended, and on whose mercy alone rested my © 
only hope—unmeved by the love of Him who suffered and 
died that I might live! My heart is full when I think of the 
mercy that has spared me through these scenes of thoughtless 
ingratitude and followed me with the messages of parental 
love! 

You can here see the reason why I take no delight in the 
giddy circle of a ball-room. It is not because the lapse of a 
few years has satiated my appetite for such amusements. It 
is not that I possess a heart insensible to the sweets of friend- 
ship and the rational delights of social intercouse : No. But 
it is because I fear to ofiend God. It is because there are 
pleasures in communion with my Saviour, of an infinitely 
higher character. It is because the pure and rational, and 
elevated j joy of religion are not to be found amid scenes of 

fashionable vaiety. Would to Heav en you could realize, for 
a moment, the christian’s joys—the c ircle where you are now 
meving, would po longer charm you. Be entreated to listen 
to the advice of one who has tried the pleasures in waich you 
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now delight, and has found vanity and vexation of spirit, in- 
scribed on them all—and permit him to tell you in the lan- 
guage of serious friendship, you must speedily find a better 
portion, or you are lost—forever lost. 

Young as you are, you must die—and rest assured, that seri- 
ous hour will open your eyes to a just view of this subject. 
Will it soften the pillow of death, to reflect that the best part 
of your days, were chequered with scenes of mirth and vanity 
—scenes directly calculated to produce forgetfulness of Him, 
whose tender mercies you will then feel to be your last and 
only refuge? Did Jesus die for you, that you might be par- 
doned, and will you deliberately seek your pleasures in those 
circles from which the serious mention of His blessed name 
is systematically excluded ? Do you reflect when you are en- 
tering the ball room, that this same Jesus is waiting to be gra- 
cious to you—that He is calling after you in the endearing 
language of mercy, to return to him and live; and is this the 
place to return? Is this the place to repent ? Is this the 
place for a broken heart and a contrite spirit? Is this the 
place to look to Him with a feeling humble reliance on His 
mercy, for pardon and salvation from sin? Is this the 
place to furnish entertainment to a mind alive to the mighty 
realities of religion—to the grand and momentous scenes 
which eternity is soon to unfold ? 

When I speak thus freely on this subject, I wish not to be 
understood as spending the force of my remarks against the 
simple act of dancing. ‘There is no more sin in this alone, 
than inthe act of running. But it is the s/ate of mind which 
invariably accompanies the exercise, when resorted to for so- 
cial amusement, that renders it principally objectionable. It 
is an amusement which, viewed in all its bearings and con- 
nections, is calculated to banish all serious reflection on those 
subjects which most concern a rational and accountable crea- 
ture. Did proper thoughts of God—a deep reverence for 
His sacred name—a pervading sense of [is omniscience and 
omnipotence—a holy fear of offending Hith—a sense of 
guilt—a heart broken for sin, and a faith leaning on a pre- 
cious Saviour for pardon, ever enter a ball-room? Did you 
ever see a serious, consistent Christian, finding his pleasure 
there? Do you not feel after you have tasted all the plea- 
sures which that fascinating amusement can furnish, that 





Ec ay, ee 





tA RRP AIOE, 3-0 








On the Amusement cf the Ball-Room, 347 


there is something still wanting to fill the measure of your 
happiness? [Do you not indeed feel conscious when you have 
left the gay scene, and gone alone to reflect, that you are less 
prepared to meet the scrutiny of that day which will seal 
your everlasting destiny ? 

What I have said with respect to balls, will apply, with 
more or less force, to most other amusements of the fashion- 
able world. As they are usually conducted, they evince-the 
same thoughtlessness—something of the same indifference to 
the remonstrances of conscience, and the affecting intreaties 
of Him who hath loved and died for us. 

Do you ask then—How shall I find amusement? I only 
answer by asking if there is not sufficient variety in the du- 
ties of life, to furnish relaxation to a mind, properly i impres~ 
sed with the value of time, and the connexion there is be- 
tween its improvement and the everlasting destiny of the 
soul? ‘The benevolent Father of our spirits and former of 
our bodies, has provided us ample sources of enjoyment, in 
a manner perfectly consistent with our duty to Him and to 
one another. Cannot a creatyvre find enough in the contem- 
plation of the glories of His Cruaror, as displayed in His 
works, in His providence, and in the blessed Gospel of His 
grace, to fill His mind—and can a mind thus directed, and 
thus employed, fly to scenes of thoughtless gaiety—to the 
society of those, who, to say the least, are totally indifferent 
to religion—with a view of finding pleasure there >—Impos- 
sible ! 

But perhaps you ask, how can I withdraw from circles in 
which I have been accustomed to move, and endure the sneers 
of my gay associates Dare you not be singular when your 
soul is at stake—when God, and Christ, and duty call you? 
How little will you esteem the censure or applause of a 
thoughtless world, when you stand at the judgment seat of 
Christ! To have ‘chosen Him for your portion while here on 
earth, and to have consecrated your best days to his service, 
will then be among your sweetest consolations. Go forward 
in your imagination, to that tremendous period, when the 
trump of the archangel shall awake you to witness the con- 
summation of all things—stand, for a moment, on that emi- 
nence which will command a view of both worlds—How will 
time appear? How will its momentary pleasures then sink, 
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in the view of your immortal spirit, about to enter on the re- 
tributions of an endless state of existence! How painful, 
then, to reflect that your season of probation has been mis- 
spent—that its days, and penta and years have passed 
away unimproved, for eternity! QO, could you now see, as 
you shall then see—could you now, as you will then, real- 
ize the amazing value of time, you would banish that indii- 
ference which leaves it unimproved to the only purpose for 
which it was given—a serious preparation for another state 
of existence. 

Permit me to intreat you to awake to a sense of the im- 
poripace of this subject, before it shall be too late for ever. 

Study much that blessed book which is able to make you wise 
unio salvation; and under a deep conviction that you are a 


sinner, and that you need forgiveness, go to the fountain of 


mercy-—to the cross of your Saviour ; witha humble, broken, 
believing heait, and. you shall find rest to your soul. My 
heart bleeds fo oF YOU. sevens Adiet 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR. 


Pittsburg, August 1st, 1820. 
Mr. Eprror, 

Sir,—We consider the Guardian a useful publication 
for children and youth We have found it useful in our 
school, not only for exciting serious impressions, but also 
for exciting an interest for the poor heathen. Last Feb- 
ruary one of the pupils, a little girl nine years of age, while 
yeading in the Guardian an account of the Mission at 
Brainerd, was impressed with an anxious desire to give some- 
thing for its support. Next morning she brought 25 cents, 
begging her instructress to send it to the missionaries, to 
learn the poor children to read the Bible. The flame soon 
kindled round the school-room. All the pupils were for gis 
ing something too; which induced us to procure a mission 
bex ; the first introduced tn this part of the country. When 
the Osage Mission F amily arrived in this cit y. on the 10th 
of May, the Rey. Mr. Vaiil addressed the pupils trom these 
words, “ Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid 
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them not, for of such is the kingdom of Heaven.” After 
which the pupils sung an Hymn in the 4th No. of the 
Guardian, Vol. I. 


When his salvation bringing. 
To Zion Jesus came, 

The children all stood singing, 
« Hosannah” to his name, &c. 


Mr. Vail then consecrated this little offering to the Lord by 
prayer. The box contained $3 25 cts. the sacrifice of sweet 
meats, cakes, &c. ‘This little mission box has been the 
greatest stimulus we have ever had in the school to industry 
and attention. 

That you may receive the divine blessing on your exer- 
tions to improve youth, and the spirit of missionary exertions 
increase a thousand fold, until] the perishing heathen be gath- 
ered into the fold of Christ, is the earnest desire of your sit- 
cere friend. C C ‘ 


pm 





COMMUNICATED FOR THE GUARDIAN. 


LETTER FROM ALMIRA TO MISS HEADY, 


My dear Miss Heady, 

I have not been forgetful of my promise, although I 
have found no convenient time for writing before this. I now 
feel insufficient to pen any thing which will be interesting to 
you. But when I refiect how often it pleases a soverei 
God to bless a word, a turn of thought, or what we call the 
most trifling incident, to our everlasting good, [ feel a power- 
ful stimulus to write. 

You was pleased to express a wish that our acquaintance, 
although short, might be lasting. O may it be lasting as eter- 
nity, and our souls eventually cemented together in Chris- 
tian love. In what situation shall I paint you; or in what 
language shall I address you? You have again entered a 
crowded city, and have many temptations presented to your ™ 
view. Is your precious time occupied in a round of amuse- 
ments? Do parties of pleasure, the ball-room, and theatre 
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engross your affections? If they do, permit me, my friend, 
to tell you, that they are unsatisfying to an immortal mind. 
Such fascinating amusements only rob us of substantial peace. 

The poet tells us to “ retire and read our Bible to be gay.” 
In that sacred volume we learn that this world is.a vast thea- 
tre of action on which all of us have an important part to 
perform. [very one is acting for a dread eternity. The 
great, the omniscient Jehovah is taking cognizance of all 
our thoughts, words, and actions, and recording them in the 
book of his remembrance; and will, at the great tribunal, 
lay open the secret recesses of our hearts, to the assembled 
universe. We shall then be judged according to our works, 
and either receive the plaudit of “ well done thou good and 
faithful servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord;” or, 
‘depart ye cursed”, &c. We may soon be called to Jeave 
this probationary scene, to have our final account sealed. 
What a solemn thought! Do not the holy angels behold our 


stupidity with astonishment? Has not our blessed Saviour 


cause to weep over us, that we do not know in this our day 
the things that belong to our peace? He is now standing with 
open arms to receive us. He is giving us the kindest, and 
most urgent invitations to come to him for pardon and ac- 


ceptance ; and even commanding us to repent and believe the - 


Gospel. Were we to sorrow for our sins, and turn from them 
with perfect hatred, there would be joy in heaven over us. 
And what hinders us? All things are now ready; and can 
we refuse to give Christ our hearts.? Amazing stupidity ! Re- 
fuse to make a surrender of ourselves to the King of kings 
and Lord of Lords? Refuse to be adopted into the family of 
God? Refuse to have our souls filled with joy unspeakable 
and full of glory ? Refuse a mansion inthe New Jerusalem, a 
seat. at God’s right hand, where there is fulness of joy, and 
leasures for evermore? Is it possible that our minds are so 
blinded by sin as to refuse these unspeakable blessings? Oh! 
forbid it blessed Lamb of God who taketh away the sins. of 
the world! Incline us by thy Spirit to arise and go to our 
Father, our Creator, and our Judge, and plead for mercy. 

T long, my dear girl, to hear that you are a disciple of Je- 
sus, sitting at. his feet, and learning of Him, who is meek and 
lowly in heart. Every. thing else, compared with this, is 
lighter than the dust of the balance. Be assured, my dear 


ad son 




















Letter from Julia to Miss Heady. 351 





friend, that if yon seek the blessings of the Gospel with your 
whole heart, you will obtain them. I feel a tender concern 
for your eternal welfare, and indulge a hope, that, in God’s 
own time and way, you will be brought into the kingdom of 
grace, and be a fruitful branch of the livine vine. 

Write with freedom, and let us know what your feelings 
are; and believe me, in sincerity, Your friend, 
: ALMIRA, 





| - LETTER FROM JULIA TO MISS HEADY. 


| My dear Girl, 

i My time has passed sweetly since you left us. T have 
\ spent most of it with my charming cousin Almira, under her 
; paternal roof, with the best of friends. Religion is exempli- 
7 fied, in charming colours, in the life and conversation of my 
excellent uncle and Aunt. How much to be desired is peace 
of conscience, joy in the Holy Ghost, increase of grace, aud 
perseverance therein to the end. ‘This is the pearl of great 
price, for which we ought to be willing to sell all. This is 
the one thing needful. Itis needful for the rich and poor, the © 
bond and free, the wise and ignorant. ‘The wheels of time 
are rapidly rolling us off the stage of action, and we shall 
soon be levelled with the dust. In the eternal world, all dis- 
tinctions, except what grace has made, will be done away. 
Many of the humble poor, like Lazarus, inay be carried by 
angels to Abraham’s bosom, while the rich, who are clothed 
in purple, and fare sumptuously every day, may be doomed to 
spend an eternity of misery, without a drop of water to cool 
their parched tongues. Is this true? and are we still pursu- 
ing the airy phantoms of sensual pleasure for happiness ? 
We are all in the pursuit of some enjoyment; but we are 
naturally led in wrong paths. Our immortal part,’ that 
came from God, and must return to him, must be renewed 
and sanctified before we can enjoy the presence of holy be- 
ings. ‘The same blissful countenance which will heighten 
the joy of the redeemed, will, to the impenitent, appear 
wrathful ; and they will call in vain for the rocks and moun- 
tains to fall on them, and hide them from the wrath of the 
Lamb, and from him that sitteth’on the throne. 
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We are yet in the land of hope, and have the Gospel of | 
Christ continually sounding in our ears. What would those | 
wretched beings, who have entered the regions of woe, give 
for one day, or hour, to make their peace with God; but no 
mercy can be extended tothem. ‘They must ever sink deep- 
er and deeper in everlasting misery. 

O, that we might be wise, and improve our precious time in 
such a manuer, that death may be to us unspeakable gain. 
You, my dear friend, have been often thought of, since you 
parted with us, and have been asubject of our united prayers. 

Please to present my love to your friends. May each one 
of you choose that good part which will never be taken from 
you ; and finally, may we all meet at the right hand of God, 
and unitedly sing the song of redeeming love through eterni- 
ty, is the wish of your affectionate JULIA. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


OSAGE. MISSION. 





From the Osage mission family, the painful intelligence is 
received, that two of the young ladies, Miss Dolly E Hoyt, 
and Miss Susan Lines are removed by death. The patience 
and resignation they exercised in their trials and sickness 
were very exemplary ; and it is confidently trusted that they 
have gone to receive a reward among the blessed in heaven. 
The mission family have been greatly tried with sickness, 
almost every individual having been dangerously ill. It is 
stated, that, in other respects also, the prospects of the mis- 
sion are at present in some degree overclouded. The par- 
ticulars are not yet communicated. But it appears that the 
faith and courage of the pious adventurers continue, and that 
their patience and Christian resignation have shone conspicu- 
ously: and it is earnestly hoped that the friends of the mis- 
sion at home wiil not despond, or complain; but be still 
more ardent and persevering in their prayers and exertions. 
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CEYLON MISSION. 1 


Several months since we had the pleasing intelligence of 
the safe arrival of our Missionaries at Calcutta, who sailed the 
last season, in the ship Indus, for Ceylon. By their let- 
ter to the Secretary of the A. B.C. F. M. dated Columbo, 
February 2d, 1820, we are further rejoiced to hear that they 
have reached the Missionary Station in health. Mr. Rich- 
ards was living at that time, but no hopes were entertained 
of his recovery. 


A SPIRITUAL HARVEST. 


Extract of aletter from a gentleman in Blooming Grove ( N. 
Y.) to his sister in Philadelphia, dated August 22, 1820. 


My Dear Sister, 

I wish you could have been with us yesterday. I had the 
pleasure to witness 80 persons receive the seal of the coven- 
ant, in front of our Church. Soon after 135 persons, new 
members, were received into full communion. All the first 
floor of the Church was cleared; the seats and pews were ail 
crowded with the members, and after they had all partaken 
of the symbols, and gone through with the ordinance, they 
were requested to leave their seats and give room for those 
who had not yet partaken. ‘The seats and pews were re-oc- 
cupied, and the most of the day taken up in celebrating the 
Lord’s Supper. About 12 more were taken under the charge 
of the Church. Service was kept up the whole of the time 
out ofdoors. Sucha throng of people was hardly ever known 
here. I think, my dear sister will now join me in prayer and 
thanksgiving to our Heavenly Father for his special goodness. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION, 


It is with no ordinary emotions of pleasure that we inform 
our readers that a very pleasing work of divine grace is pre- 
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vailing in this city. It commenced about ten or twelve weeks 
since, and has been gradually mereasing to the present time. 
Many are already rejoicing in hope, and many others are 
deeply impressed with a sense of sin, and earnestly inquiring 
what they must do to be saved. At the commencement of 
the present vacation, the work was spreading in College, and 
increasing in power. A considerable number of students 
have been the hopeful subjects of divine grace. 

Nothing can present more pleasing prospects of the future 
state of society, than the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on 
our literary institutions. When it pleases God thus to sanc- 
tify these fountains of science, we may exult in the expecta- 
tion of seeing the flowing streams make glad the city of our 
God. Hamilton College, at Clinton, N. Y.,an.J the College 
at Athens, Ohio, have been greatly favoured the past year 
with the special influences of the Spirit. The towns also in 
which these institutions are situated have shared in the 
blessed work. At Athens about fifty, and at Clinton more 
than one hundred have hopefully passed from death unto life. 

From a letter dated Marietta, Ohio, August 11th, 1820, 
it is learnt that a special work of divine grace has been expe- 
rienced in that place, the summer past. The progress of the 
work has been slow, and its character silent and orderly. 
The number of hopeful converts, at the time the letter was 
written, was fifty-six. ‘Thirty had publicly professed their 
faith in Christ. 

In Dudley, Mass. and Middlebury, N. Y. the Baptist 
Churches have lately been greatly enlarged with hopeful sub- 
jects of divine grace. In Barrington, R. 1. eighty-five per- 
sons have lately made a public profession of religion. 


= 
ree. + 


CONVERSION OF TWO JEWISH CHILDREN. 


Extract of a letter from a Clergyman, dated Wateree Cir- 
cuit, August 8th, 1820. 


There are two families of Jews in this Circuit whom I have 
visited several times. They reside not far from one of my ap- 
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pointments, Since I last visited them, two of their daughters 
have been awakened, and converted to the christian religion. 

The following circumstances are worthy of notice. ‘The 
mother sent them one day tothe spring-house for milk: a serv- 
ant happening to be there at the time, the girls gave her the 
milk to carry to the house, and then retired to the woods to 
pray. They were not long at prayer before they began to 
cry aloud for mercy, so that they were heard at the house. 
The mother of the girls and one of the sisters, hearing the 
noise, came to the place where the children were at prayer. 
Tie Lord seemed to touch their hearts also, for they did not 
oppose them. The father of one of the girls also hearing the 
noise, came to the place, and heard the child praying that 
Christ would have mercy on her and on her unbelieving father. 
This enraged him: as he could not brook the idea that his 
child should believe Jesus to be the Christ. He picked up a 
stick to beat her, but as he approached the child, he became 
so entangled in a grape-vine that it was sometime before he 
extricated himself. ‘The motherof the girls took them to the 
house, and locked them up in a room, to shelter them from the 
rage of thefather. They were threatened by him that if they 
persisted in praying to Christ, he would put them to death. 
The children replied, “ we will pray if you kill us.” They 
have since united themselves to,the church, aud we expect two 
more to do so at the next time of preaching there.” 


Evan. Intel. 
SABBATH SCHOOLS. 
UTILITY OF SABBATH SCHOOLS. 
AN “APPEAL TO CHRISTIANS. 


Tn the first place, Sabbath Schools seek the improvement 
of both soul and body. The habits of industry, order, and 
sobriety to parents, respect to authority, personal cleanliness, 
and kindness of disposition to one another, which the child- 
ren are taught in these schools, are blessings which more im- 
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mediately regard the present life, and which tend to soften 
and ameliorate the general features of society. But Sabbath 
School instruction, taking a higher direction than this, leads 
the blind and ignorant to the Bible, the fountain of light and 
knowledge, and is often blessed by God to the conversion of 
the individual. The salvation of the immortal soul is the ul- 
timate and grand object of all Sabbath School iustruction. 

The exercises of the School are frequently most beneficial 
to the teacher as well as to the scholar. Having his own 
mind strongly directed to the scriptural lessons which come 
under review, he becomes better acquainted with them, and is 
really instructed himself whilst he teaches others. In giving 
to the children, he receives himself; and perhaps there are 
no possible circumstances in which the happiness of giving is 
more purely relished, than while the faithful Sabbath School 
teacher is engaged in communicating the word of life to his 
attentive pupils. 

But the blessings of these Institutions are not confined tothe 
individuals you see in the school-room. ‘They are carried 
home by the children, and diffused among their families and 
neighbourhood. Parents, brothers, sisters, and servants, be- 
come sharers in the improvement which the young people 
have made at school. Many remarkable instances can be 
mentioned, where Sabbath School children have been the 
means of awakening a religious concern in the minds of their 
parents, which has issued in a real conversion to God. 

We may add, that the duties of the Sabbath School can be 
attended to by those, who have perhaps no other opportunity 
of making themselves useful in the cause of Christ. ‘They do 
not interfere with either business or health; splendid abilities 
are not required, and as to other benevolent engagements, we 
may safely affirm that the employments of the school will rath- 
er prove a help thana hindrance. 

The excuses that we sometimes hear of, such as, want of 
time—unfitness for the duty—inconveniences in the hours, 
&c. are really of too trifling a nature to bear the test of serious 
reflection. The time occupied in the schools is not lost, but 
is spent as it ought to be, and your unfitness for the duty we 


cannot admit, until you have made a fair trial, and have been — 


disappointed. We allow that some degree of inconvenience 
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must be sustained, but would you only offer to the Lord that 
which cost you nothing P Perhaps some may suppose that the 
business of the school intrudes upon the sanctity of the Sab- 
bate, but the Sabbath School teacher finds a sufficient war- 
rant for his conduct in the precept and example of the Sav- 
iour himself, who declares that it is lawful to do well on the 
Sabbath day. 

But we know that there are many who have as yet done 
nothing for the poor and ignorant youth around them, merely 
from inattention and indifference to the subject. We would 
beg of such persons to look at any group of young Sabbath 
breakers, engaged in pastimes when they should be engaged 
in worship—and to reflect, that each little ragged bey pos- 
sesses a never dying soul, which will be unspeakably happy 
for ever and ever, or be eternally subject to the most unuttera- 
ble torment. While he swears and lies and breaks the Sab- 
bath, he is hurrying on to the place of torment, but by your 
taking him to school and instructing him in the scriptures, he 
may become acquainted with Christ Jesus and his salvation, 
which will make him a partaker of the joys of heaven. We 
ask you to say whether the vast alternative be not worthy of 
an effort. On a moderate calculation, it may be presumed 
that every active and regular teacher in a Sabbath School, is 
able, in the course of a year, to teach six children to read the 
New Testament, who were previously ignorant of their letters; 
and does it not therefore follow, that every person who is cap- 
able of communicating this instruction, and who yet neglects 
to do so, is every year chargeable with the guilt of i ignorance 
in so Many persons ? 

Do not, we entreat you, put aside the question, and say that 
it belongs to others—it is nothing tome. Is it nothing to you 
that souls are perishing for lack of knowledge, while it is in 
your power to assist them? Is it nothing to you that Satan and 
his emissaries are active while you are indifferent? Is the 
shortness of time, or the immeasurable length of eternity noth- 
ing to you? Or does the example of a compassionate Saviour, 
who went about doing good, appear to you of no concern? 

Come forward then, and join in 2 work, which, if it creates 
some inconvenience, creates alsoa multiplicity of interesting 
pleasures; a work, which is beneficial to your poor neigh- 
bours, to yourself, and to society in general, which you are 
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perfectly capable of performing ; which interferes with no oth- 
er, and which, we doubt not, your own conscience must ap- 
prove. 


i tte 


Extracts from the third Report of the Purtape.euta Sun- 
DAY AND ApDuLT Scuoon Union, for May 1820. 


Since their last annual report, your managers have the 
pleasure of stating that 98 schools have been connected with 
the Union. ‘The number of pupils enrolled in these schools 
is 6,175, under the government and instruction of 1,222 su- 
perintendants, managers and teachers. 

The total number of schools now connected with the Phil- 
adelphia Union is 227. The total number of scholars is 
19,481. ‘The number of teachers, managers and superintend- 
ants is 2,653. 

Sabbath School of Wilmington, D.—A missionary spirit 
prevails among the children. One of the youngest in the 
school appropriated all her ‘Christmas presents to the mis- 
sionary box, and said, “‘ she did not want a fine hat and feath- 
ers, and a new coat, "but she wanted the money they would 
cost for the missionary box. 

‘Phe report from this school furnishes an anecdote quite 
interesting, and illustrates the necessity of establishing in our 
manufactories Sabbath School instruction. A lad 16 years 
of age, in the neighbourhood of this school, when asked if he 
ever prayed, replied no. When asked, would he like to go 

to heaven when he died ?—to heaven! (replied he with aston- 
ishment,) why I am too ignorant to go there. I can’t read 
one word in the Bible, and I don’t know any thing good; 

sometimes I think I am such a bad boy I never shail go to 
heaven.”” Sometime after he evinced a great desire to learn 
to read: “for if I die,” said he, “while I am so ignorant, I 
don’t know what will become of me: you don’t know how 
ignorant I am, why I only know my A, B,C.” ‘This was 
really true; his knowledge of letters did not extend beyond 
the three first letters of the alphabet. When admonished to 
pray for wisdom, and to prefer his requests in the name of 
Christ —“« What is that,” said he, “I never heard that be- 
fore.” When the “truth as itis in Jesus,’ was explained to 
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him, he listened withggazing astonishment, and his ever vary- 
ing countenance revealed the mental strife which disturbed his 
hitherto callous heart. He sighed deeply, confessed his sins, 
a his abhorrence of them, and a desire to live a holy 
ife 

Borough of Columbia, Pa.—T he female children of School 
No. 1, have been formed into an association, called the “ Ju- 
venile Mite Society,” under the patronage and direction of 
two ladies, members of the Female Missionary Society. 
They meet on the first Saturday of every month, at the house 
of one of the abovementioned ladies; and-bring with them their 
mites, to cast into the Lord’s treasury. Surely their exam- 
ple says toall who hear it, “go and do thou likewise.” 


THE DYING BELIEVER TO HIS SOUL. 


Deathless principle, arise ; 

Soar, thou native of the skies ; 
Pearl of price, by Jesus bought, 
To His glorious likeness wrought. 


Go, to shine before his throne; 
Deck his mediatorial crown: 
Go, his triumphs to adorn ; 
Made for God, to God return. 


Lo, He beckons from on high! 
Fearless to his presence fly : 
Thine the merit. of his blood ; 
Thine the righteousness of God. 


Angels, joyful to attend, 
Hov’ring, round thy pillow bend; 
Wait to catch the signal giv’n, 
And escort thee quick to Heavy’n. 


Is thy earthly house distrest ? 
Willing to retain her guest? 
- Tis not thou, but she, must die 
Fly, celestial tenant, fly. 











Notice to Correspondents. 






Burst thy shackles, drop thy clay, 
Sweetly breathe thyself away: 
Singing, to thy crown remove ; 
Swift of wing, and fir’d with love. 






























Shudder not to pass the stream : 
Venture all thy care on Him; 
Him, whose dying love and power 
Still’d its tossing, hush’d its roar. 


Safe in the expanded wave ; 
Gentle as a summer’s eve : 
Not one object of his care 
Ever suffer’d shipwreck there. 


See the haven full in view! 

Love divine shall bear thee through. 
Trust to that propitious gale : 
Weigh thy anchor, spread thy sail. 


Saints, in glory perfect made, 

Wait thy passage through the shade: 
Ardent for thy coming o’er, 

See, they throng the blissful shore. 


Mount, their transports to improve : 
Join the longing choir above : 
Swiltly totheir wish be giv’n: 
Kindle higher joy in Heaven. 


Such the prospects that arise, 

To the dying Christian’s eyes! 
Such the glorious vista, faith 
Opens through the shades of death ! 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Thoughts on going to Church ; Dialogue between a Mother and her 
Children; Verus; Home; Letter te C——~; agd Serrows Unseen, 
bave been received, 


